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Streetscape for 2012
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Idea
This activity uses montaging as a creative street-scaping process that engages children in making a collective personal response to issues of urban design.  They will focus on recording the ‘cues’ that make them feel comfortable or uncomfortable in an identified urban street space.  They can start to think about who is responsible for creating and maintaining places (visual appropriateness), what they do in a place with reference to social and physical characteristics (richness) and what adds/detracts from their enjoyment (variety).

The activity centres on making make a streetscape of building facades in a street where lots of change is expected (eg Stratford High Street) and annotating it and/or sketching over it to prompt creative ideas about possible uses and changes in context of London 2012.  
Toolbox

Stratford High Street montage photos (available to download from http://www.fundamental.uk.net/bridgingthegap/members/component/option.com_s2resources/Itemid,36/)
Prompt questions (http://www.fundamental.uk.net/bridgingthegap/pdf/afewquestions.pdf)

Acetate sheets (A4) or tracing paper (optional)

OHP pens or felt tips

Voice recorders or voice recordable pads (optional)

Useful links on montages

http://www.brickfields.org.uk/kingsland/index.htm
http://www.communityplanning.net/methods/method58.htm
Activities

1. Download Stratford High Street montage pages and print. Or
Take your own photos of a local street.  Stand the same distance from the building line when taking all photos unless there are setbacks in the buildings, when you should move closer.
2. Montages are more understandable if photos are stuck together so that shop signs are readable even if there is some mismatch at roof level.  Either stick the photos on to a wall (if it doesn’t matter that you only display one side of the street) or on to a long table (if you want to show both sides of the street).
3. Use post-it notes to annotate the montage with what the children like, don’t like, would like to see. “In 5 years time, I wanna be…” children discuss where, what, who they hope to be in 5 years time and if the local environment is going to facilitate these aspirations.  Teachers can use the prompt questions provided to help generate discussion that focus on sensory cues that make people feel comfortable about a place – the smell of, sound of, the look of, feel of… etc. 
4. Divide the streetscape into sections so children can work in pairs or individually on their own part.  Overlay each section with an acetate sheet or tracing paper.  Using OHP pens or felt tips, children draw on their own ideas for how the street might/should look in 2012.  (Of course, you could just draw directly onto the montage if you don’t want to use it again.)  Encourage the children to describe their ideas – you could even give them a recordable voice pad
 to make a 10 second recording that can then be stuck on to their overlay for others to press and listen.
ICT alternatives
· This activity can be done using a computer photo package (eg Adobe Photoshop) to produce a digital montage using the photos supplied or own photos.  These can then be annotated and sketched over to produce a digital streetscape and published on the school website.
· If you have audio recording devices available (most mobile phones have a voice recording option), children can record their ideas and opinions and add these to a digital montage to make an audio-tagged montage.  
Feedback
We hope you enjoy trying out these ideas in the classroom.  Please make changes to this document and upload your own version in the Exchange section of the Members Area of the website.  Use the feedback form http://www.fundamental.uk.net/bridgingthegap/pdf/feedback.pdf to also let us know how your lesson went.
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For more information contact:

Jane Leighton, Programme Manager

t: 020 8471 7929 e: jane@fundamental.uk.net © Fundamental Architectural Inclusion 2007 All rights reserved. No 4665826 registered in England



