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Build A Map
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Idea
This Key Stage 2 or 3 activity enables learners to visualise their local built environment by building their own map on top of an Ordinance Survey (OS) street map.  They are encouraged to bring their personal knowledge of an area (“this is where I go on Saturdays”) and add this as another layer of information on the OS map.  
The aim of the activity is for children to have fun, creatively annotating a map that highlights the 
significant landmarks in their local built environment enabling them to develop their spatial 
understanding of what’s important in making places.
Toolbox
A3 paper 
A1 Street Map mounted on card
Map pins, coloured wool, straws, blu-tac, post-it notes, felt pens, highlighters, Lego (optional)
Regeneration Map of Newham
(available to download from http://www.newham.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/1F72181B-7A9D-432C-88FD-C3380272CE92/0/FinalMapNewhamMapRedrawHighRes2.jpg)
Activity One: Mental Mapping
On a sheet of A3 paper, draw your journey home from school.  Try to put in as much detail as you can.  Landmarks such as bus stops, shops, friends’ homes, school gates etc. are all important features.  Annotate your map so that someone else could follow your route.
Activity Two: Where Are We?
Use Google Earth to pinpoint the location of your school.  Focus on the features that help do this, for example: 
the Thames, main roads, green spaces, big buildings.  Now look at the OS map.  What is it?  How do you know?
Activity Three: Build Up The Map!
Using a variety of simple map marking materials to build up a new layer of Newham on top of the OS base map.  Imagine you are architects marking out the following features: waterways, green spaces (including the Greenway) and local landmarks.  Mark these out on top of the map and add other features that you think are important.  
Discuss the map you’ve built.  Look at the differences and similarities between the OS map and this one.  How might Newham change over the next 5 years?  Look at the Olympic Park master plan.  Why do you think the Olympic Park will be built in Newham?  
Think about:
•
Good transport links to rest of London, UK and Europe
•
Building on an existing programme of regeneration in Newham
•
Thames Gateway development
•
Legacy for local communities
Feedback
We hope you enjoy trying out these ideas in the classroom.  Please make changes to this document and upload your own version in the Exchange section of the Members Area of the website.  Use the feedback form http://www.fundamental.uk.net/bridgingthegap/pdf/feedback.pdf to also let us know how your lesson went.
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For more information contact:

Jane Leighton, Programme Manager

t: 020 8471 7929 e: jane@fundamental.uk.net © Fundamental Architectural Inclusion 2007 All rights reserved. No 4665826 registered in England



