Engaging Places – Lesson plan 

Curriculum subject/s: Science and Geography

Key stage/s: 1&2
Theme: Design Excellence

Topic: Wayfinding

Curriculum outcomes

Key stage 1:
Science – Sc1: 1. 2a,b,c,f,h,I,j. Sc3: 1a,b,c,d. 2b.


Geography – 1a,b,c,d. 2b,c,d,e. 3a,b. 4a. 7a,b.
Key stage 2: 
Science – Sc1: 1b. 2d,m. Sc3: 1a. 



Geography – 1a,b,c. 2a,b,c,d,e,g. 3a,b,d. 5a. 7c.
Learning objectives

· Recognise different maps, signs and markers in buildings and the built environment and consider their purpose.

· Map, categorise and structure a school and its grounds considering its transformation into a temporary Olympic venue.

· Produce temporary signs and markers for a school to help Olympic visitors find they’re way around.
· Explore wayfinding materials and design in the built environment - colour, text, surface, texture and smell.

Resources

· Have a look at this website and article for information on the expected number of visitors to the games - http://www.london2012.com/visiting/index.php and http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/othersports/olympics/london2012/7496313/London-2012-Olympics-8m-tickets-available-to-public-says-Locog.html
· Also this link to relevant CGI images of the Olympic site - http://mm.gettyimages.com/mm/nicePath/locog?nav=pr126281675
· Here is a link to temporary venues that will be transformed for the games -http://www.london2012.com/games/venues/index.php
· Have a look at this great book -The Guerilla Art Kit by Keri Smith - http://www.amazon.co.uk/Guerilla-Art-Kit-Keri-Smith/dp/1568986882
· Purchase a bag of coloured balloons, balloon pump and string.

· Obtain a large site map of your school. Usually you have a simple version in the office showing fire exits etc, this is a great example - either photocopy this for all of your students or take a photo and print it out - dependant on your printing facilities you may need to stick to A3 and therefore the Starter activity will be in small groups.

· Prepare strips of coloured card for temporary signs and source other materials such as felt squares, sandpaper, pom poms, jars of coffee and old jam jars and banana skins - these are things you can collect at home or should be able to order through your school in craft packs.

· Take a picture of the front of your school building and print a copy for each student.

· Organise clipboards and some pens for all of your students.

· Bring a camera to document the process and final outcomes.

· Print copies of the site appraisal sheet from the further information page on BTGH.

· Have a look at CABE's 'Neighbourhood Journeys' document - http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/am62109?id=EDR76150
· Also although its for Key Stage 3&4 CABE's 'Getting out there: Art and Design local safari guide' is a great reference particularly Safari 2: Routes - http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/am62109?id=EDR76150
· Have a look on the further information page of BTGH at the Wayfinding resource.

Teaching and learning activities

Starter (15-20mins)

1. Introduce the Olympic site to your students and explain to them how many people are expected to visit the Olympic park during the games and the fact that maps and signs still have to be designed for the site to guide visitors around effectively.  Use images from the London 2012 website, particularly the Infrastructure CGI and Parklands CGI collection to give examples of the site and the challenges faced to direct people around the venues - http://mm.gettyimages.com/mm/nicePath/locog?nav=pr126281675  You can also reference the different temporary venues that will be transformed for the games from this site - http://www.london2012.com/games/venues/index.php
2. Colour coding and classifying a site map: Using the large site map of your school (if you can obtain one or your could draw out a rough plan by hand, see the Drawing Zone PDF on BTGH further information page) and coloured pens, ask students to colour code the different areas of the school and make a key (or you could use post-it notes) – for example the canteen, playground, assembly hall, classrooms, sports courts etc.  
Or
2. You could use smaller maps and asks students to work in pairs.

Main (30mins)

1. Exploring the school: Take students around the school to identify the different areas you have classified on the map. Imagine you are Olympic Games visitors to the school, how do you get to the Sports field? Assembly Hall? Reception? Make a brief audit of the signs and directions in the school now - use the Site Appraisal sheet on the BTGH further information page.

2. How do we know what these spaces are? Direct questions and encourage looking and exploring – are there signs, numbers or different colours? Are there different materials, surfaces and textures? (10mins)
3. How can we direct visitors around the school more effectively? – Give students an image of the front of the school and ask them to write simple thoughts about what works well and how it could be improved to direct people more effectively - the Montage resource sheet on the further information page of BTGH gives an example of this activity.

4. Use coloured balloons or coloured card (pre-cut) and get students to make quick signs that you can tie/stick up around the school entrance to improve its visibility. You can also use different materials for different textures such as felt squares, sandpaper, pom poms, and jars of coffee or banana skins to help them understand how colour, texture, text and smell can help people to navigate their way around a space. (20mins)
Or

3. Explore the playground – as above take students out into this space and explore the colours, signs and textures in the playground. Ask them to draw what they can see, reference colours by creating colour samples and take rubbings of different surfaces. Using the coloured card write good and bad points about the signage and navigation of different areas in the playground and stick these on the walls/objects in the actual areas.  You can pick a few areas you have put these signs on and then critique them as a group.  
4. Give students coloured balloons and use them to create signs/markers of activities and objects in the playground. Reflect on how this improves or confuses the site (20mins)
“Just around the corner” Option: Take students to a local venue such as a museum and ask them to audit the space. Look at the signage and maps, take photos and describe what they find. Take rubbings of surfaces of different materials and colour studies of different colour palettes used. Some galleries/museums have specific trails already set up an example is Wolverhampton Art Gallery - http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/wm000013?id=EDR85
Plenary (10mins)

· Group discussion – Ask students to talk about how easy they found it to find their way around their school, did the signs help?  What have they noticed about navigating their way around an environment they are used to?  How easy do they think it would be for 2012 visitors to navigate their way around their school if it was a temporary venue? How do they think the Olympic Park signs and maps will need to be designed so that visitors can find their way around easily?
Homework

· Ask students to look around their local area and see what signs they can find, take photos of their findings. These can be used to recap learning and open up a discussion regarding the wayfinding of the Olympic site further as this has not been designed yet. Ask students to print 1-2 photos and bring them in to create a Wayfinding collage wall.  You could begin to create wayfinding design ideas for the Olympic Park. If they do not have access to a printer, ask students to bring the camera if digital and upload to create a PowerPoint gallery of images.

Or

· If students do not have a camera, ask them to draw their findings and write notes about the materials, textures, colours and surfaces. They could also collect colour studies and rubbings of surfaces.

Assessment for learning

Formative



- Observation and verbal questioning

Summative 



- Group discussion and images of final signs

PLTs (Personal, learning and thinking skills)

· Creative thinkers

· Reflective learners

· Team workers

· Effective participators
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