Engaging Places – Lesson plan 

Curriculum subject/s: Geography and Art and Design 
Key stage/s: 1 & 2
Themes: Sustainability
Topic: Public Space
Curriculum outcomes

Key stage 1:
Geography – 1a,b,c,d. 2a,d,e. 3a,c,d. 5a,b. 6a,b. 7a,b.



Art and Design – 1a,b. 2a,b,c. 3a,b. 4a,c. 5a,b.

Key stage 2: 
Geography – 1a,b,c,e. 2a,b,d,f,g. 3a,b,d,f. 4a,b. 5a,b. 6e. 7a,b,c.


Art and Design – 1a,b. 2b,c. 3a,b. 4a,c. 5a,b.
Learning objectives

· Brainstorm thoughts and feelings about existing parks/green spaces, their usage, benefits and activities – health and wellbeing, shared public space.

· Compare the Olympic Park site with a local site that could also be transformed into park space.

· Visualise and express ideas of how the local site could be transformed into a park space through drawing.

· Display ideas to the class through a mini-exhibition.

Resources

· Download Google Earth onto your computer and familiarise yourself with the programme - see the further information page on BTGH - http://www.fundamental.uk.net/btgh/
· Find a local site to your school that could be converted into a park area, this could be an empty run-down site or existing green space/park that needs some care and attention. Think about industrial sites close to you or housing estates with unused public space. Locate this on Google Earth to make sure that it has been mapped - you could ask your students to locate a site in the weeks running up to this session.

· Print an image of the site for each student from Google Earth.

· You can also look at Google maps or OS maps http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/ to source a site map.

· Ensure you have paper and drawing materials such as pencils, felt tips and crayons. You may need clipboards if you go out on site.

· You will need a large piece of paper and pens if you are brainstorming as a class for the starter activity.

· Prepare wall space to have a mini-exhibition.

· Have a look at images of the Olympic Park on this website - http://www.london2012.com/map.php

· 
Or type 'Olympic Park' into Google images and you will get a wealth of information.

· Have a look particularly at CABE's document 'Hallmarks of a Sustainable City' - http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/hallmarks-of-a-sustainable-city and also CABE's ‘Green Day’ is useful - http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/green-day for some great reference.

· Also have a look on the Sustainable Cities website under green infrastructure for current projects and priorities - http://www.sustainablecities.org.uk/green-infrastructure/
· Public Art Online details some great books and good projects, it also has a section for landscape/environment - http://www.publicartonline.org.uk
· Also although its for Key Stage 3&4 CABE's 'Getting out there: Art and Design local safari guide' is a great reference particularly Safari 3: Space - http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/am62109?id=EDR76150
· Have a look at the artist Paola Pivi – playful green interactive artworks - http://www.galerieperrotin.com/fiche_iphone.php?id_pop=9155&&idart=10&&dossier=Paola_Pivi&&num=28&&p=3
· Also have a look at the Public Art-Play resource on the further information page of BTGH

Teaching and learning activities
Starter (10mins)

1. Start with a brainstorm: This can either be a class or small group activity. 
2. Class: Write parks in the centre of a big piece of paper and ask directed questions to the group. What parks do they know, what do the students do when they go to the park, what’s good and bad about the parks?

Or

2. Small Groups: As above, then discuss each group's thoughts with the whole class asking students to explain their ideas verbally.

Main (40mins)

1. Show your students images of the Olympic Park: explain key details, have a look at this link - http://www.london2012.com/games/olympic-park/index.php which includes images, or show examples either through Google images or at - http://www.london2012.com/map.php
2. Compare this to the area near to the school that you have selected – show the site on Google Earth and have a print out for each student. Ask them to write initial thoughts onto the photocopy of good and bad points.

3. Show students examples of playful and interactive public artworks and park spaces - use Google images to search, or refer to the BTGH further information page. You could also use Anish Kapoor's model for the Olympic Park as a reference - http://www.cbc.ca/arts/artdesign/story/2010/04/01/london-olympic-tower.html (10mins)
4. Start drawing! Ask students to draw ideas for the local site as a new park. What would they have in this site? Lots of grass, seating, play areas, pathways, ponds, bird and bat boxes or allotments? (30mins)
Or

4. “Just around the corner” option: Take your students to the local site and get them drawing ideas for a new park whilst they are there.

 “Just around the corner” option: Arrange for the students drawings to be 
shown in an exhibition outside of the school. This is a great opportunity to get 
students designs seen by the local authority and even push for the ideas to 
go forward, or for a small gorilla gardening session to improve local spaces. 
Or


“Just around the corner” option: You could take a trip to a specific park 
such as the Yorkshire Sculpture Park - http://www.ysp.co.uk/ or somewhere in 
your local area.
Plenary (5-10mins)

1. Mini-exhibition: Pin each students drawing up on a board you have prepared for a mini exhibition. Ask students to describe their drawings and reflect on their ideas. Praise everyone for their hard work.

Homework

· Ask students to develop their drawings and ideas further. Get them to visit the local site and take photographs, they can use these to create a mini case study for their designs if this is a project you wish to take further.

Assessment for learning


Formative



- Observation, verbal discussion and questioning.


Summative 



- Final drawings shown as a mini exhibition.

PLTs (Personal, learning and thinking skills)

· Independent enquirers

· Creative thinkers

· Reflective learners

· Team workers
· Self-managers
· Effective participators
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