Engaging Places – Lesson plan 

Curriculum subject/s: ICT and Art and Design.
Key stage/s: 3&4
Theme: Sustainability
Topic: Greener Towns and Cities
Curriculum outcomes

Key stage 3:
ICT – 1.1a,b. 1.3a. 1.5b. 2.2a,b,c,e,f. 2.4a,b,c. 



Art and design – 1.1b,c. 1.2a,b. 1.4a 2.1a,b,d. 2.2a,b,c,d,e,f.
Key stage 4:
ICT – 1.1a,b. 1.3a. 1.5b. 2.2d,e. 2.4a,b.
*Key stage 4 curriculum outcomes for Art & Design are not listed on the QCDA website.

Learning objectives

· Explore and analyse the Olympic Park and inner city green space developments.

· Assess and evaluate a local disused site and compose design ideas for the development of the area into a green space.

· Consider and reflect upon the importance of green space within towns and cities.

· Exhibit and critique the groups landscape design proposals.

Resources

· Look over CABE's document 'Hallmarks of a Sustainable City' (pg.26 image in particular) - http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/hallmarks-of-a-sustainable-city also 'Green Day' - http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/green-day
· Have a look at the Olympic site on this website and familiarize yourself with this resource - http://www.london2012.com/map.php
· Also look at the Olympic Masterplan on the further information page of BTGH - you may want to print a copy for each student especially your visual learners - http://www.fundamental.uk.net/btgh/
· Type 'Olympic Park' into Google images and you will get a wealth of information. Show your students images of the Olympic Park: explain key details, have a look at this link - http://www.london2012.com/games/olympic-park/index.php
· Also have a look on the Sustainable Cities website under green infrastructure for current projects and priorities - http://www.sustainablecities.org.uk/green-infrastructure/ and http://www.sustainablecities.org.uk/greeninfrastructure/integration/
· Download Google Earth to be used in the lesson - see BTGH website for link - http://www.fundamental.uk.net/btgh/
· Explore your local area and find an unused site to develop into a green space, ensure that you can find this site on Google Earth. Ideally this would be an urban site that could do with being regenerated - if you can get to the site and take some photographs this would be very useful.

· Print out copies of the chosen site, this could be from Google Earth, your photo's (have a look at the Montage sheet activity on BTGH) or you may want to obtain an OS map - http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/
· Here is a list of existing green spaces you could visit on the Engaging Places website: http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/search+results?f1=Type&t1=3O.%3a&d=List&n=20&s=alphabetical&sd=ascending
· Also these links are useful - http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/teaching+resources/art75739
· For a tutorial on using Photoshop see the further information page on BTGH for a link.

· Have a look at the Build A Map resource on the further information page of BTGH

· You will need paper and pens for brainstorming. Paper, card, old magazines, scrap materials and glue if you are creating a physical collage.

· Set up an area for your mini-exhibition in the classroom.

Teaching and learning activities

Starter (10-15mins

1. Present images of the Olympic site to your students describing how the area is being transformed from an industrial site into an Olympic Park. Using the documents listed above and Google images as key reference - explain key details about the Olympic Park, ensure you have looked at this link for your own background information - http://www.london2012.com/games/olympic-park/index.php
2. Ask students to brainstorm in small groups why they think green space within towns and cities are important. Facilitate a group discussion regarding the importance of green space within towns and cities. 
3. You could show further online examples of parks in London (Greenwich, Hyde, Battersea, Victoria, Regents, Green, St James's) and your local area through Google images.

Main (40mins)

1. Give students a local site to work with and transform into a functional public green space. This should be shown on Google Earth and printouts of the site supplied for each student. You may also have images of the site and an OS map if obtained.

Or 

1. “Just around the corner” option: Visit the site and carry out a mini-survey/audit of the area. Encourage students to take photographs and document details of the site. Make sure they have a notebook with them to write down their thoughts and experiences of the space. This information can then be printed out and collated for use in the next stage of the session. 

2. Have an A4 print out of the area for your students to make comments on and draw ideas of how the area could be improved (1-2hrs)
Or

2. Print out a montage of the site for each student and ask them to make initial comments on good and bad points about the area, how could it be improved, how would they make the space into a green area? - See the Montage sheet on the further information page of BTGH.

3. Using either physical collage (papers, card, scrap materials and glue) or digital collage (Photoshop), facilitate students in visualising a design for the disused site into a green space. Encourage them to think about what activities they would want to take place in this site? Would it have a skate park, BMX course, peaceful gardens, meeting ground, events space etc. What seating would there be? How would people engage with the space (herb garden, stage for music etc). How would they make it accessible to all etc - refer to CABE's 'Getting out there: Art and Design local safari guide’ particularly Safari 3: Space - http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/am62109?id=EDR76150



4. If your outcomes are digital then print these out for the mini-exhibition.

Plenary (10mins)

1. Display student final outcomes as a mini-exhibition. This may be in the classroom or a display cabinet in your school. For this session create a space where you can quickly present the work to critique.

2. As a group critique the final outcomes, ask students to discuss their ideas and reflect upon their designs, what has worked and what hasn't, how would you improve the design? Engage the group in constructive feedback. See link for information on group critiques - http://www.albany.edu/faculty/dgoodwin/shared_resources/critique.html * A critique is basically a group discussion where students describe, interpret and evaluate their own work and the work of their peers. Someone will present their designs and then the group will feedback. It can be both formal and informal. The most important thing is to ensure that feedback is constructive.
Homework

· Ask students to research into one landscape design architecture company such as Latz&Partners - projects such as Emscher Landschaftpark in the Ruhr Valley Landscape Park Duisburg Nord, Parco Dora, Torino, Italy Kirchberg Hospital, Luxembourg . Get them to collect information on one of this companies projects. They can also look in books such as - Detail in Contemporary Landscape Architecture’ by Virginia McLeod.
Assessment for learning

Formative - Brainstorming, group discussion, initial drawings, observation and monitoring.


Summative - Final designs, exhibition and critique.

Cross-curricular links

· Healthy lifestyles

· Community participation

· Global dimension and sustainable development

· Creativity and critical thinking

Functional skills 

Literacy component

· Write clearly and coherently

· Make relevant contributions to discussions

· Contribute ideas and opinions

· Extract and interpret information and ideas from texts

PLTs (Personal, learning and thinking skills)

· Independent enquirers

· Creative thinkers

· Reflective learners

· Team workers

· Self-managers

· Effective participators
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